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By Teddy CipollaWed. 26 Aug. 20205min Read
Remove Password from PDF: Unlocking Secure Files Made Easy
Find out how to remove password from PDF and get full access to any PDF file, for work or personal use.
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PDF files have become an integral part of our digital lives, providing a reliable format for securely sharing and storing documents. One popular security feature of PDFs is password protection, ensuring only authorized individuals can access the content. 



However, there may be instances when you need to remove the password from a PDF file, either due to forgotten passwords or for easier collaboration. In this article, we will explore the process of removing passwords from PDFs, along with legal considerations, alternative methods, and best practices to ensure data security.



Take Control of Your PDF Security with PDF Reader Pro



Ready to effortlessly remove or add passwords to your PDF files while ensuring maximum security? Look no further than PDF Reader Pro! 



Our powerful software provides a seamless experience for removing passwords from PDFs and adding robust password protection. With PDF Reader Pro, you can enjoy complete control over your PDF security. 



Try PDF Reader Pro today and experience the ease and peace of mind that comes with secure PDF management.
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Navigate, edit, and
convert PDFs like a Pro
with PDF Reader Pro
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Easily customize PDFs: Edit text, images,
pages, and annotations with ease.
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Advanced PDF conversion: Supports
multi-format document processing with OCR.
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Seamless workflow on Mac,
Windows, iOS, and Android.
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Set And Remove PDF Passwords On Windows



Here is an example that shows you how to set and remove PDF passwords using PDF Reader Pro for Windows, step by step.



Step 1. Add a Password to a PDF 



	
With your PDF Reader Pro for Windows open, click the Open a PDF tab, then click Security on the left toolbar menu.  



	
Click on the tab labeled Set Passwords. 
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You can attach two types of security to the document. Then, click the box on Require a password to open the document. 
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Step 2. Remove a Password from a PDF



You can remove security from an open PDF if you have permission. Only the policy author or a server administrator can change the PDF if it is secured with a server-based security policy



	
With your PDF Reader Pro for Windows open, click the Open a PDF tab, then click Security on the left toolbar menu. Click on the tab labeled Remove Passwords.
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Your options vary depending on the type of password security attached to the document.



	
If the document had only a Document Open password, click Remove Password to remove it from the document.
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If the document has a permissions password, type it in the Enter Password box and click OK. Click OK again to confirm the action.






Set And Remove PDF Passwords On Mac



Let’s look at an example that shows you how to set and remove PDF passwords by using PDF Reader Pro for Mac, step by step.



1. Add A Password To PDF



	
With your PDF Reader Pro for Mac open, click on the Open a PDF tab, choose your file, then click File on the toolbar menu. 



	
Then click Set Passwords to enter the password setting interface.
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Or you can click on the Open a PDF tab, choose your file, then click Editor. 



	
Then click Security and choose Set Passwords to enter the password setting interface.



	
This interface automatically shows the document which you opened in the left box. 



	
You can add or remove the files that you want. 






2. Add Passwords To Multiple PDFs On Mac 



Did you know that PDF Reader Pro supports batch document encryption? Let’s find out how to secure whole groups of your PDFs!



	
Choose your output folders. 



	
In addition, you can check Require a password to open the document or Restrict printing and copying of the document according to your needs. 



	
Enter the password to restrict the corresponding functions when you check it.
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In the lower right corner of the interface, you can type in the documents' Title, Author, Subject, and Keywords. Of course, this information is not required.



	
Please note: You should check at least one option: Require password to open documents or Restrict printing and copying documents.



	
After completing the above settings, click the Encrypt button. Then, you will see a pop-up window reminding you that the file has been encrypted after a few seconds.






3. Remove A Password From PDF



	
Click on the Open a PDF tab, open a file with a password, then click Editor. 



	
Click Security and choose Remove Security to enter the password-removing interface.
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With the Remove Security open, you can remove the passwords after choosing the output folder. Of course, PDF Reader Pro also supports deleting passwords in batches.



4. Delete Passwords From Multiple PDFs.



	
The document's password is removed when you complete the State column. 



	
Your navigation will jump to the export folder you selected to view the new file generated.
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That's it! You’ve mastered everything to do with passwords for PDF Reader Pro for Mac. However, there are a few more guidelines we’d like you to get clued up about to ensure your maximum protection. 



You can also check our recommendations on How to Remove PDF Security Settings.



Understanding PDF Password Protection



PDF files have become a ubiquitous format for sharing and storing documents securely. One of the key features that contribute to their security is password protection. You can control access and ensure confidentiality by applying passwords to PDF files. Understanding the basics of PDF password protection is essential for effectively managing your PDF documents, whether you’re using Adobe Acrobat Pro or a free online tool.



The Difference Between “User Password” and “Owner Password”



PDF password protection involves two types of passwords: “user password” and “owner password”. The user password, or the open password, restricts unauthorized individuals from opening the PDF file. When users attempt to open the document, they are prompted to enter the correct current password to gain access.



On the other hand, the owner password is also known as the permissions password. It governs the actions that can be performed on the PDF. With the owner password, the file owner controls permissions such as editing, printing, copying, and modifying the document. By setting an owner password, you can define the level of access and password restrictions for different users.



What Are Encryption Algorithms?



PDF password protection relies on strong encryption algorithms to secure the content. Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) is the most commonly used encryption algorithm in PDFs. AES encryption employs symmetric-key cryptography, which ensures that the content remains confidential even if the PDF file is intercepted or accessed by unauthorized individuals.



AES encryption comes in different key lengths, such as 128-bit and 256-bit. The longer the key length, the stronger the encryption and the more difficult it is to crack the original password. It is recommended to use longer key lengths for enhanced security for a file without password protection.



Mastering Password Recovery and Removal



In some cases, you may need to remove or recover permission passwords from PDF files in the relevant menu bar. This could be due to forgotten passwords, collaboration requirements, or the need to access your own password-protected documents on a tool like Adobe Reader. However, it is important to note that removing or recovering passwords from PDF files without proper authorization is a breach of ethics and potentially illegal.



If you have forgotten the password for your own PDF file, consider using authorized password recovery methods or tools to regain access. However, it is crucial to respect the intellectual property rights and permissions of others when handling unknown password-protected PDF files that do not belong to you. Seek appropriate authorization before attempting to remove or recover passwords from such documents.



Understanding the nuances of PDF password protection for an original file enables you to make informed decisions when it comes to managing and securing your PDF files. By utilizing correct password protection effectively, you can maintain the confidentiality of sensitive information in a password-protected file and control access to your PDF documents and PDF printer.

You can also explore our guide on How to Remove a Password from a PDF.



Legal Considerations For PDF Password Management



When dealing with PDF password security protection and the removal of passwords, it is important to be mindful of the legal implications and responsibilities. Respecting intellectual property rights and confidential documents and adhering to copyright laws is essential to ensure lawful and ethical practices. Consider the following legal considerations when working with password-protected PDF files.



Ownership and Authorization



Before attempting to remove passwords from PDF files, it is crucial to determine ownership and obtain proper authorization. If you are the rightful owner of the PDF and have forgotten the password, you generally have the authority to remove or recover it. However, when handling PDF files owned by others, seek explicit permission from the rightful owner before taking any action.



Unauthorized removal of passwords from PDF files that do not belong to you can infringe upon intellectual property rights and violate copyright laws. Always respect the rights of content creators and obtain necessary permissions before modifying or accessing password-protected PDF files.



When To Consult Legal Professionals



If you have concerns or doubts about the legality of removing passwords from PDF files, it is advisable to consult legal professionals. They can provide guidance based on your jurisdiction's specific laws and regulations. Legal experts can clarify any legal ambiguities and help you navigate the complexities of copyright, intellectual property, and privacy laws.



By seeking legal advice, you can ensure that your actions comply with the applicable laws and regulations, protecting both your rights and the rights of others.



Getting Comfortable With Fair Use and Fair Dealing



In some instances, the concept of fair use (or fair dealing, depending on the jurisdiction) may come into play when dealing with password-protected PDF files. Fair use allows for limited use of copyrighted material without the copyright holder's explicit permission. However, the scope and limitations of fair use can vary across jurisdictions, regardless of whether you are using Mac Preview or Google Drive.



While fair use provisions may provide some flexibility in certain circumstances, exercising caution and ensuring that your actions fall within the acceptable boundaries of fair use or fair dealing is crucial. Always consider the nature of the material, the purpose of its use, the amount used, and the potential impact on the copyright holder's rights.



What Is Digital Rights Management (DRM)?



Some PDF files may employ Digital Rights Management (DRM) technologies to protect against unauthorized access, copying, or distribution. DRM systems are designed to enforce the terms and conditions set by the content provider or copyright holder. Attempting to remove passwords or circumvent DRM technologies without proper authorization may be a violation of DRM-related laws and agreements in the tools menu or drop-down menu Adobe Acrobat Pro DC.



Respect the integrity of DRM systems and the rights of content providers. If you encounter DRM-protected PDF files, seek appropriate permissions for a preview app or explore lawful alternatives for accessing or utilizing the content.



Understanding and complying with legal considerations is crucial when working with password-protected PDF files. By respecting intellectual property rights, obtaining necessary permissions, and seeking legal advice when necessary, you can ensure that your actions are within the boundaries of the law while managing and securing a password-protected PDF document.



FAQ: Removing Passwords From PDFs



We’re sure you’ve still got plenty of questions regarding removing passwords from PDFs, so please see our FAQs below!



Demystifying Tax Filings: A Deep Dive into IRS Form 1040

Navigating your income tax return with confidence - a comprehensive guide to form 1040.
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Q: Why would I need to remove a password from a PDF?

There are several reasons why you might want to remove a password from a PDF. Perhaps you've forgotten the password and can no longer access the document. Or maybe you've received a password-protected PDF but no longer require the security measures. Removing the password allows you to freely access and work with the PDF.



Q: Is it legal to remove passwords from PDFs?

The legality of removing passwords from PDFs depends on the specific circumstances and jurisdiction. If you have legal ownership or authorization to modify the PDF, then removing the password is generally considered legal. However, it's important to respect copyright and intellectual property rights and only remove passwords from PDFs that you have the right to modify.



Q: Can I remove a password from any PDF?

No, you can only remove a password from a PDF if you know the password or have the necessary permissions to modify the document. If you do not have the password or the authority to make changes, you may need to seek permission from the document's owner or contact the original creator for assistance.



Q: Can I remove the password without knowing it?

No, you generally cannot remove the password from a PDF without knowing the original password. The password is used to encrypt the document and protect its contents. Without the correct password, the encryption cannot be undone.



Q: Are there any risks involved in removing passwords from PDFs?

Removing passwords from PDFs can be a straightforward process, but it's essential to be cautious and aware of potential risks. If the PDF contains sensitive or confidential information, removing the password may compromise the document's security. Additionally, when using online tools, be mindful of the privacy and security practices of the service you choose to use.



Q: Can I add a new password to a PDF after removing an existing one?

Yes, after removing the existing password from a PDF, you can add a new password if desired. Adobe Acrobat and other PDF editing tools provide options to set a new password for the document. It's recommended to choose a strong and unique password to ensure the security of the PDF.



Remember to always respect copyright laws, intellectual property rights, and obtain necessary permissions before modifying or removing passwords from PDFs.
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